Application Serial No. 10/092,975 

Amendment dated December 4, 2003 

Reply to Office Action dated September 9, 2003 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended): A small utility vehicle, comprising: 

a vehicle frame; 

a transaxle having comprising a casing attached to said frame , a selectable 
speed change mechanism connected to an input and a gear reduction unit contained within 
said casing and connected to an output of the transmission ; 

a pair of axles extending along a common axis, each of said axles rotatably 
disposed in and having a portion extending from said transaxle casing; 

a pair of wheels, each of said wheels rotationally fixed to a respective one of 

said axles; 

a pair of brake discs, each of said brake discs having a collar portion defining 
an opening therethrough, each of said brake discs being mounted on a respective one of said 
axles, said axles extending through said collar portion openings, and said brake discs 
disposed between a respective one of said wheels and said transaxle casing, each of said 
brake discs being rotationally fixedly engaged to a respective one of said wheels; and 

a pair of braking mechanisms externally mounted on said transaxle casing 
proximate to a location where a respective one of said axles extends from said transaxle 
casing, each of said braking mechanisms being brakingly engageable with a respective one of 
said braking discs. 

2. (original): The vehicle of Claim 1 wherein said braking discs are positioned on said axles 
at locations where said axles have a solid cylindrical shape. 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (currently amended): The vehicle of Claim 3 Claim 2 wherein said braking discs each 
have at least one lug projecting parallel to said common axis, said lugs rotationally fixing said 
braking discs to said wheels. 
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5. (original): The vehicle of Claim 1, wherein each of said braking mechanisms applies 
braking force to each of said axles simultaneously. 

6. (original): The vehicle of Claim 1, wherein each of said braking mechanisms applies 
braking force to each of said axles independently. 

7. (original): The vehicle of Claim 1, wherein each of said braking mechanisms contains a 
pair of friction pucks disposed respectively adjacent each side of one of said brake discs. 

8. (original): The vehicle of Claim 7, wherein each of said braking mechanisms comprises a 
housing in which said friction pucks are disposed, said housings externally mounted on said 
transaxle casing proximal to the location at which said axles extend therefrom. 

9. (original): The vehicle of Claim 1, wherein said transaxle is a hydrostatic 
transaxle. 

10. (original): The vehicle of Claim 1, wherein said transaxle is a gear-type transaxle. 

11. (currently amended): A transaxle for a small utility vehicle comprising: 

a transaxle comprising a casin g, a selectable speed change mechanism 
connected to an input and a gear reduction unit contained within said casing and connected to 
an output of the transmission ; 

a pair of axles extending along a common axis, said axles drivinglv connected 
to said gear reduction unit, each of said axles rotatably disposed in and having a portion 
extending from said transaxle casing; 

a pair of wheels, each of said wheels rotationally fixed to a respective one of 

said axles; 

a pair of brake discs, each of said brake discs having a centrally disposed 
collar with an opening therethrough, each of said brake discs being mounted on a respective 
one of said axles with said axles extending through said openings, said brake discs disposed 
between a respective one of said wheels and said transaxle housing; and 
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a pair of braking mechanisms externally mounted on said transaxle casing 
proximate to a location where a respective one of said axles extends from said transaxle 
casing, each of said braking mechanisms comprising a brake arm having a cam surface that 
presses at least one friction puck against a respective brake disc when said brake arm is 
actuated. 

12. (original): The vehicle of Claim 1 1 wherein said braking discs are positioned on said 
axles at locations where said axles have a solid cylindrical shape. 

13. (canceled) 

14. (currently amended): The vehicle of Claim 13 Claim 1 1 wherein said braking discs each 
have at least one lug projecting parallel to said common axis, said lugs rotationally fixing said 
braking discs to said wheels. 

15. (original): The vehicle of Claim 11, wherein each of said braking mechanisms applies 
braking force to each of said axles simultaneously. 

16. (original): The vehicle of Claim 11, wherein each of said braking mechanisms applies 
braking force to each of said axles independently. 

17. (currently amended): A method of assembling a vehicle comprising: 

providing a vehicle frame; 

attaching a transaxle assembly to said frame, said transaxle assembly 
including a transaxle casin g, a selectable speed change mechanism connected to an input and 
a gear reduction unit contained within said casing and connected to an output of the 
transmission, and a pair of axles rotatably disposed in and extending from said transaxle 
casin g, said axles drivinglv connected to said gear reduction unit : 

mounting a pair of braking mechanisms to an exterior of said transaxle casing; 

mounting a pair of braking discs to said axles, said braking discs being 
relatively rotational with respect to said axles, said discs being brakingly engageable by said 
braking mechanisms; 
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mounting a pair of wheels to said axles after mounting said braking discs to 
said axles, said mounting of said wheels including rotationally fixing said wheels relative to a 
respective one of said axles and rotationally fixing said wheels to a respective one of said 
braking discs whereby mounting of said wheels rotationally fixes said braking discs to said 
axles. 

18. (original): The method of Claim 17 wherein mounting said braking discs comprises 
positioning said braking discs on said axles at locations where said axles have a solid 
cylindrical shape. 

19. (original): The method of Claim 17 wherein said braking discs are provided with lugs 
and said wheels are provided with corresponding recesses and said mounting of said wheels 
comprises engaging said lugs with said corresponding recesses to rotationally fix said wheels 
and said braking discs. 
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